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HMJDS and Herzl Camp receive national grant to collaborate on education

[image: Anne Hope and Ray Levi - Nadiv program]Minneapolis, Minnesota – January 20, 2012 - Herzl Camp and the 
Heilicher Minneapolis Jewish Day School (HMJDS) have been 
Selected by the Foundation for Jewish Camp to pilot an innovative 
partnership to enrich and enhance Jewish education in both organizations.  
The partnership, called the Nadiv Program, creates six 
camp/school partnerships and funds a senior Jewish educator position 
that will be shared equally between camp and school.  Herzl Camp and 
HMJDS were chosen largely because both organizations provide 
pluralistic Jewish education and are not part of a movement.
“It’s an exciting premise:  Through a cost-effective collaboration, 
 (
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Levi
)we take advantage of our respective program calendars to provide 
consistent, quality Jewish programming at camp, while bringing the fun 
and ruach of camp to the school day, ” said Anne Hope, Herzl Camp Director.
Working with the Foundation for Jewish Camp, HMJDS and Herzl Camp will add a senior Jewish educator position that will be shared 50/50 between the school and the camp.  During the school year, the educator’s time will be weighted significantly toward HMJDS, while during the summer, the staff person will relocate full-time to Herzl with only minimal school responsibilities.  
The program is funded by the Jim Joseph Foundation and the AVI CHAI Foundation on a diminishing basis over 5 years. In the first year, HMJDS and Herzl are responsible for only 10% of the staff position – an amount that increases to 100% in year five. This timeline gives Herzl and HMJDS time to find local funders to carry the position forward when the program ends. The two organizations are working together now to share the opportunity with potential funders.
	At Herzl, the Jewish educator will focus on developing and managing the camp’s Jewish education program, expanding opportunities for both campers and staff to grow in their understanding and approach to Jewish living and learning.  At HMJDS, the educator will focus on tefilah, informal Jewish education, retreats and family programming, faculty and parent education, and will also have some Judaic Studies teaching responsibilities.  The organizations are particularly interested in hiring someone with strong musical interests and abilities.  
	HMJDS and Herzl Camp are currently working with the Foundation for Jewish Camp to interview candidates for the position. Drawing from a national pool of highly-qualified educators, many of whom are rabbis, cantors, or have graduate-level degrees in Jewish education, they plan to have the educator in place for the summer camp season.
	“We are certain this partnership will bring new possibilities and opportunities to HMJDS and Herzl Camp, and enhance the Jewish education program for students and campers alike!  We are excited about the opportunity for collaboration, and are grateful to the supporting foundations for envisioning this partnership and helping make it a reality,” said Ray Levi, HMJDS Head of School.
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